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This pamphiet is intended as a supplement to the information you have received in your North Manitou 
island Hunt application packet. It is important to read al! of the packel information carefully. This 
pamphiet should then be able to anawer many of your questions The questions inside are those that 
hunters have asked the most during North Manitou hunts 


Please note that the North Manitou hunt is not for everyone. The wilderness camping condi. 
tions, the cold wet weather, and the difficulty of the hunting makes this a serious challenge. 
Hunters should travel light and take only necessary ipment; they must be in excellent 
physical condition and prepared for a challenging cuperiedee. 


Hunting Conditions 


is the hunting difficult? 


Yes! Do not let the three deer bag limit foo! you You must hunt long and hard to have a chance at the 
limit 


How many deer are on the island? 
There are between 500 and 800 deer (including this year's fawn crop) 


Are there other factors that make the hunting difficult? 
Yes, several 





1) Due to shallow water, the ferry cannot dock 5) The weather is often wet and cold for long 
at the village area and must deliver hunters periods of time. Rain and snow are not 
to the south end of the island unusual 

2) The terrain is rugged in places 6) Only certain designated trails are maintained 

3) The deer are well dispersed throughout the 7) Open tires are prohibited except at desig: 
15,000 acre island nated sites in the Village Campground 


4) Trees keep their leaves unti! November and 
make it difficult to spot deer 


Equipment Needed 


What equipment is needed? 

Come prepared for cold weather and wilderness camping. Good lightweight camping gear, warm 
clothing, and rain gear are necessities. Water is available at the ranger station located about 5 miles 
from ferry landing site 

in 1988, 140 hunters were stranded on the island for periods of time that ranged from 1 to 3 days. Bring 
extra supplies and make contingency plans with relatives and employers in the event that you become 
stranded. Once on the isiand there is no way to call the mainiand CO c 
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Getting to North Manitou 


How do | get to North Manitou taland? 
The best way i8 by commercial ferry. The ferry to the island is the Manitou Island Transit, located in Leland. 


Mi. To get information on schedule and prices call (616) 256-906). Reservations and a deposit are required 
(Equipment must be securély packed and weapons must be cased and unloaded ) 


Private boats, while allowed, are not recommended. There is no safe harbor on the island; you risk 
— boat and ow life! Many boat accidents have occurred involving hunters using private boats 
cause of high winds and waves. 


Can you take cars on the ferry? 


No. The ferry can carry only people, equipment, and gmail), onewheeled 
lightweight buck totes (assembied or diamantied) that can fit through the ferry 
boal bow hatch of the following dimensions 
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Can airplanes land on the island? 


No. The island is managed according to the Wilderness Act (public law 88-577) 
which prohibits mechanized equipment including airplanes 


Bow Hunters 


Can bow hunters use tree stands? 


Yes, but they must have the hunter's name on them and must be taken down daily. Tree spikes are not 
allowed. Tree stands must not damage the tree or limbs. Brush may not be cut 


What are the bow hunter's chances of taking a deer? 
Bow hunters have had little success on the island 


Other Questions 


Are hunter substitutions allowed? 
No 


Can small game be hunted? 
Yes, in accordance with DNR regulations (racoon 
and squirrels) 


Can a wheelbarrow be used on the island? 
No. Only a lightweight, single-wheeled, buck tote can be used on the island. (See instructions in 
information packet.) 


Does the entire deer have to be removed from the island? 


No, it can be skinned and boned. The head must be brought to the ranger station for identification. Each 
deer must be tagged by a ranger before it can leave the island. 





if you have any other questions call ng Bear Dunes National Lakeshore 
at (616) 326-5134. evan ot 
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